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forms, It is possible, in many instances, to determine
their original meaning.

We need not say that mi and mas, ti or nti, are
directly derived from mad or tad, but that they are
parallel forms of their pronominal stems cannot be
doubted. In many cases, no doubt, we can only
guess, but the sphere x>f our guesses is .closely limited.
The period during which, as in the Provencal dir vos
ai, the component elements of the old Aryan grammar
maintained a separate existence in the language and
the mind of the Aryas, had closed long before San-
skrit was Sanskrit or Greek Greek. That, however,
there was such a period, we can doubt as little as we
can doubt the real existence of fern forests previous
to the formation of our .coal fields.

Aryan Civilisation.

We can even go a step further. Suppose we had
no remnants of Latin; suppose the very existence of
Rome and of Latin were unknown to us; we might
still prove, on the evidence of the sis Romanic
dialects, that there must have been a time when these
dialects formed the language of a small settlement;
nay, by collecting the words which all these dialects
share in common, we might to a certain extent recon-
struct the original language, and draw a sketch of the
state of civilisation, as reflected by these common
words. The same can be done if we compare San-
skrit, Greek, Latin, Gothic, Celtic, and Slavonic. The
words which have as nearly as possible the same form
and meaning in all the languages must have existed
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